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There's no Jog in JaU3HEr

She’s seven, jamming her nails into a huge candle by the altar at her sister’s christening.

The sermon is endless, the guests are restless and sweaty. The baby’s gown is beaded and
beautiful. Sunlight is flowing in through the stained glass windows of the church, bathing
the rows in blue, red, orange. Ants are creeping up towards the edge of the baptismal font
where she emptied her can of soda before the ceremony. The smoke of the incense is tickling
her nose, she sneezes loudly and puts out the flame. She’s impatient, biting her lip with her
only front tooth. The shrieks from the kids at the playground outside are piercing through
the stone walls, they aren’t nearly heavy enough to block them out. She should be there. She
deserves to be there.

The crowd starts flipping through the hymn books to find nurhber 44.

...Your hands are full of flowers
Your eyes are full of life

Your lips are filled with songs
Your days are filled with time...

It’s the perfect time to sneak out, the guests are singing with their heads bent down in their
books. Her father’s eyes are blissfully closed as he’s chanting off-key. She puts down the
candle and crawls towards the exit, pressing her body against the wall. The wind has gotten
hold of the church door, shaking it violently, its loosened metal ornaments hammering
against it like a baby’s rattle. Once outside she reaches the kids who stare at her as if they’d
seen a tiny girl ghost, in pigtails, and lacquered shoes. She heads straight to the climbing
frame and reaches the top. Her secret mission has left her panting for breath, but she’s
finally where she wants to be. She looks out over her promised land and smiles, just as she
feels his cold, dry hand clutching her ankle and pulling her down.

No umbilical cord, nothing.

Her father’s been sitting in complete silence, she’s been waiting for the burst of gunfire. Only
a few crumbs of mature cheddar are left on the plate, his forehead is red and glossy. She
squirms in her chair. Why isn’t he giving her the usual scolding? She should be guilt-stricken
and agonized by now. She’s just about to leave when he opens his mouth to say something,
but can’t. He tries, but only manages to stammer out whispered fragments in between
coughs.

- You...they have... nno eyes... nno one's... sleep... bbeneath so mmany... eyelids...your
mmother... ppale, anaemic... nnightgown... bbony ass...spineless bbitch...

His throat is clogging up with pinkish froth, he’s wheezing and spitting. The breathing is fast
and shallow like 2 dumb dog. Has the cat got your tongue, daddy? If so, there’s no discussion.
Her breathing is strangely calm and deep, those being unfamiliar movements of the chest.
And as she inhales, she can hear the squeaking from the tables turning. As she inhales, she
can feel the

desperation of a daddy who knows he’s being dethroned. As she inhales, her blood thickens
and buries the hatchet. She chuckles and walks towards the front door, one last time.
Parents stink!

Emma Hatt
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